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Grace and Peace of Conſcience. 


Good Conlci- 
ence creates a 
Paradiſe in the 
Soul , anticipates 
PtGAnE and 15s 
nAntipaſt of Immortality ; 
it can , with David , ſing 
longs in the night ; with the. 
hree Children chant Hymns - 
nthe midſt of flames ; with 
A. 3 Paul 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Paul and Silas praiſe God 5 
with a gladſome and light- Ga 


ſome heart in Fetters and FE 
darkeſt Dungeons : And uw 


«.z--3.iþ, Yet 4 though nothing dearer Wy 


de Conſcr- 
entia. 


. thing lo rare upon the earth, 


ſearch after Science , few «d 


{een our times, when con- 


to the God of Heaven, no- 
as a good conſcience. Many "> 


look: after Conſcience, was 
the complaint of St. Bernard 
in Iis time ; what would the 


holy man have faid , had he 


Acience hath been wholly hos 
-abandon'd, all Laws, Divine Cf 
and Humane, contemn( , 
and all Duties to God and 
Man trampled under foot ; 
-nay , all Powers, both Civil 
and Sacred, which by the 

Au- 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 
Authority of the Laws , 
might command and en- 
force thele , overturned : 
( which 1s the wonder 
1nd the horror ) 


thole men. 


who have done all this, . 


pleaſing not Cod, and walk- 
ng contrary to all men , 
would be called and count- 
ed the onely godly men, 
thoſe who have endeavoured 


I TheRt; 
+, 19, 


to filence and ſuppreſs all - 


frinciples of Religion , Hu- 
manity , and Conſcience , 
would ſeem to be moſt Re- 
igious , more then men, 


faints, and the onely con-. 


cientious ? I ſpeak not this 


to reproach any , or to rake - 
nto the wounds of the Na- - 


on 3; but ro move all to re- 
A 4 Pentance; 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. T 7 


pentance , and to magnifie 
the mercy of our great and 
and gracious Phyſitian , who 
making our extremity his 
opportunity, and not willing 
hjs goodnels ſhould be out- 
vied by our wickednels, hath 
brought lite out of death, 
hope out of deſpair , order 
our oi Anarchy and conftu- 
ſion, and not by power , but 
by his own might, hath re- 
ſtored thote lawtul Powers, 
and poweriul Laws again; 
and {o our conlciences begin 
to be awakened , and the 
ienſe of our duties re-1m- 
prefied. This 1s the reaſon, 
why being called to preach 
in a very publick Afembly, 
and 1n a time ot publick bu- 
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The Epifile Dedicatory; 
fnefs, I choſe to ſpeak of: 
Conſcience ; and in order to - 
the getting and keeping 1 


- 
Q 
0 


[ 


CY 


5 
= 
h 


od Conſcience, ( among 


others ) of thoſe Duties we 


owe to his Sacred Majeſty as 
our Supreme, and to thoſe 
ubordinate Powers, Fccle- 
faftical and Civil, under him 


ſtabliſhed 3 and this I con- 


eve to be the reaſon alſo, - 


why I have been defired by 
ome that heard the Sermon, 
ind others that heard of it, 


and defired to ſee it, to pub- - 


ih it unto the world, not 
or any worth in the work 
tle]lt, or excellency in the 


manner of handling , but for 
be uſefulnefs and ſeaſon- - 


bleneſs of the matter hand- 
led; 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
led ; fince 'tis a good con- 
: ſcience that muſt teach ns 
theſe neceſſary duties ; and 
the ſincere performance of 
theſe duties is one, and that 
none. of the leaſt evidences 
of a good Conſcience. The 
.reaſon why I defired to pub- 
liſh it in your name , is, 
for that 1 held my ſelf 
obliged to make publick an 
high expreſſion you have 
made towards me ( and, in 
me, towards the Charch ) 
of good conſcience and great 
juſtice, which all that have 
heard of judge moſt worthy 
to be made exemplary , eſpe- 
cially at this time, wherein fo 
-little conſcience hath been 
made of doing right to the 


Church; 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


Church 3 but ſuch is your 
humility and fincerity , that 


' you are {o far from doing the 


ood yOu do to be known, 
that you will not know your 
ſelf, much leſs ſuffer others 
to know , the good youdo, 
you have commanded me 
flence, and I muſt obey. 
| ſhall onely ſay this againſt - 
your will, thatI hereby in-- 
tend the beſt expreſſion I 
aan make of gratitude to 
1 Patron, who hath de- 
Iwered to me the charge of 
that Flock I feed, not one- 
ly with clean, but alſo with - 
bountiful hands , other Re--. 
turn | have none , you 
defire none, but my daily , 
bumble, inſtant Prayers for 


the continuance and en- 


creaſe 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
creaſe of all Spiritual and 
Temporal Bleflings upon 


You and Yours; thele ſhall 
never be wanting from 


CSIR) 


Yeur moſt obliged and ever 
devoted, in the Service 


6f the Cr oſpel , ſe 


Ricn. HooKE. 


or 
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| , #h 
TILFELELEL: 
The good Chriſtian's 
Heaven upon Earth,&c. 
=D 
AR, 24. I 6. & 
tnd herein do I exerciſe my 
ſelf, to have always a Con- 
ſcience woid of offence to- 
wards God, and towards Tt: 
men. "ia kh 
| F(bW:- 
SIADH E R E ate two things Ho. 
which every Chriſt= fly 
L » X A102 
an ought to be moſt 2 thugs deyirabe 4! 
careful to get, and moſt #4 orifhian Þ hh, 
chary to keep , a good FF 
Conſcience , and a good - "I 
Name; @ good name is a precious omment\ pe fo al 
« g'0d co:ſcrence 15 a cominual feaſt: | Mk 
vch and happy is he , who is owner and Prov, 15, ro. 
vlleflor of doth theſe Jewels ; but this 5. | 
B Tb: 4! 
8.10 
en ws 4 } 


no 
—__ 


[2] 

1S a happinels tew men , Yea, few %od 
. men, do enjoy. A 900d: Conicience Every 
o00d man _— to have , but 'tis no 
new or ttranve thing for 000d men to 
_ in their g60d name : 'Well, but if 
2 cannot have both , which ſhould we 
dey A © be: chooſe > The choice is ealie, a 
fo L g0id nam. 909d Conuencez a good name , thouvh 
C 990d, 1S but a name , this can onely ren- 
der us applauded of men ; but a goud 
. conſcience will render us approved of 
. God, And what are we the better if all 
the world commend us , if our conſcience 
condemn us 2 and what the worie, if tra- 
duced, diſeraced, diiparaged , by the en- 
vious an4 unjuſt cenſures of men, when 
there is an appeal tova gracious God and 
a 9094 conſcience > This was St. Paul's 
very caſe at this tim? , he Was enviouſly 

and unjufily accuſed ; this is St, Paul 
very -ourſe # this tme , he does tndeed 
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dicat2 his nime and reputation ; But his 
conſcience 1s his gregfelt care , ir come 
of his nam? want will, h: will look to 
his Conicrence, this is his buſineſs, Here- 


finz{s that wholly tak. s lim up, always— 
and in the firſt place he will take heed of 


off:nded , to have a conſcience void of 
e ffence towards Codes and yet he will 


not 


(as ev2ry man would and thould do ) vin-- 


2m 1 exerciſe my ſelf — and'tis a bu- | 


offending God, however men may be - 


wh 
Fith 
peop 
whe! 
te 


con 
Wim 
nar 


the 


« uſa 


[3] 


od ptjuſtly of wilfully offend man neither, 

ery  qdtowards men. Herein do 1 exerciſe my 

| j— 

to The words are a part of St. Payl's Apo- 

tif ſopy, in atuwer to the accuſation of the . 

we CiefPriefts and Elders of the Jews, who 

, 2 hyingnot eloquence anſwerable to their 

99 malice, do procure Tertullus an Orator ber x 

nN- toplzad againſt tum ; in whole Oration , | 

0d farch'd with flattery , and ſtuff'd with 

of falſhood, he charges Pan! with three . 

all cmes, which, if true, he had more ther. - 

Ke Gferved that cenſure, by the clamorous 

[R- cue caſt upon him , That it was. pity ſuch a8 va 

N- a fellow ſhould live #pon the earth. The 22, 

el (mes heis accuicd of are Sedition , He-,7 -c:imes atri5ut8 
nd refie, and profanation of the ' emple. He laidupon $.Oul | 
S hears his Charge with patience, and will 


[ly not aniwer 1t without licenſe , which be- i 
u'S ng eranted , he {peaks hvmbl; , ſolidly, Ps. 
eu ad punctually to every part of *ae ff 
N-- Charez; for that of Sedition, he der'es 1t, . BFs: 
MS and puts th!zm to their proofs , They ith 
& mither found me in the Temple diſputt;g V247s bi 
o. 


W mth any man, neither raiſing up the 
= feple— xe ther can they prove the things i 
u- , Thereof they now accuſe me ! anſw-r to | 
— liz chargeof Herefie, he makes aplain - | 
of confeſſion of his Faith and Religion , ak 


De - nhich they unjuſtly branded with that 7 1fit 


of tame ; Thrs 1 confeſ* #nto thee, that after ver.14,17 Fj 
the way which they call Herefie » ſo wor- 14 
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(hip I the God of my fathers And for 
- . pcofanation of the Temple , ſo far was he 
from profanirsg it, that thy found him PU- 
rin 'din it ; Certain Jews from Aſia found 
me purifi d in the 1 emple , neither with 
multitude ror with tumult, 

From tits Context, anc in our way to 
the Text, we may obſerve, 1 That God's 
cearel(t ſervants, and molt faithful Mini- 
{ters , have bzen moſt cruelly perſecutzd 


Obſer. 3. 


O ſer 


Ay 


- s bits 


%* 


a 
& 7, + 


11); 


t12:r cauſe and name. 
and counted a peſtilent fellow , ieditious, 
a {ectary, a profaner of the Temple. 

2. No periecution thould cauſe us to 
- bz aſhamed of our faith , or to deny the 
truth, The holy Apoſtle here gives an 
account, in the face of his enzmies, of his 


faith and hope. 


their lives, and wrongfully cenſuredin 


St. Pail 1s called 


3. 'T1s not enough to be ſound in the 
faito , unleſs we be ſanctifi'd in life : He 


give 


S an 


4aCcount of tis life as well as of 


1:S fatto ; of his bzlief, in the words fore- 


99:1} 


(F » 


of ns pratile ,, in th2 words of 


tae Text, Herein do 1 ex riſe my ſelf to 
have always a conſcience void of offence, t1- 
waras God and towards men, 


The worcs do repreſent unto us in the 
Apoltle's practi, a holy and heavenly 
pattern for the 2:acring our Chriftian 


 onveriation , Wherein We may ©b- 


jerve , 


3 The. 


cn - 


-= 1 The ereat buſineſs of St, Pau!/'s care, 
4 Ty have 4 conſcience word of off ence. 

we 2 his great Care 1n th's bufineſs , evi- 
þ > &nced , 

1.1n his diligence and ſedulity, iy 7574 
t N durov; 7% » Herein do I exerciſe my 
d's ſelf 
"i 2, In his perſeverance and conſiancy, 
tad l1zxaprs, always, 
lin 3- In iSorder andregularity, m6 7 
led Wy x27 Txg a0 pores firit, towards God ; 
's, 1nd then, towards nan. 

The terms of the Text are plain, and, 
tc, the meaning obvious; This (ſaith St, Paul }. 
th Imake my ; buſine eſs, of this I am ever 
2» - aeful , to keep a 200d conſcience , that 
his [oay not preſumptuouſly offend God by 

, nor juftly offend man by ſcandal. 
the "he Text, like David's Tree ) planted Pial. 1. 3. 
He bythe Rivers of water , bears in every 
gf branch excellent fruit , and lays before us 
-e- many holy and heavenly leflons : And 
of firſt, itteachethus, 
'\to Thattoleada godly and a Chriſtian life Obler.r. 
e*-- Snoidle mans buſineſs, it is indeed, and , 
cu2nt to be, our Whole buſineſs; 'tis 
the enough to take up our whole time , our 
aly whole man - Herein do I exerciſe my 
2n ſelf, 
b- Amanis, what he is in the whole Offer,2 
as and tenor of is Iife. Weare not, 
he . t judge our ſelves , or others, by Particu- 
B 2 | 
x um... 
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Obſer. 3. 


Obſer.4. 


lbſer.5. 


D.# 
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lar as; one act of fm argues not a nul. 
lity, one att of piety argues not a reallity 
of ſanEification. That we .are what we 


always are ; always — 

A good man prefershis conſcience be- 
fore his credit, his profit , or any other In- 
tereſt : 4 conſcience 

A good Chriſtian makes it his firſt and 
chiefeſt care not to offend God, to ap. 


prove his heart and ways unto God : 70- 


wards God — 

As we ought to walk hohly, ſo as not to 
offend God ; ſo ought we-to walk righte- 
ouſly , {o as not to offend our neighbour, 


*The moral man 1s all for the {econd Ta- 


ble, but the firſt he little regards ; the by- 


« pocrite pretends much for the firit Ta- 


ble , negle&ing the ſecond ; but a good 
Chriſtian hath a due regard to both, as 
he would hve godly , ſo alſo riehteouſly : 
not that he can walk ſo cloſely with God 
as never to offend, but he will not wil- 
fully offend ; not that he can ſo dzmean 
himſelf towards men but they may take 
*offence, but he will give none. 

Theie points I onely name , and leave 
.to be enlarged in your own meditations, 
-Thit which T ſhall treat on is , the reſult 
of the words joyntly, 'tis this : 

It is the duty , and ought to be the en- 


" » 4:-vour of every Chriſtian, to get ang to 


Reep a good conſcience, towards God and to- 
wards mer, In 


[7] 


78 In the proſecution and explication of 
tis Do&rine , there are four things ne- , 


X cefſary to be opened + 1 What conſcience 
' is. 2 What a 250d conſcience is. 3 What 
24. ar the means to get ,and to keep a 920d 


n©- conſcience,towards God and man. 4 How 

we may know and be affured, that with 
ad the wile Merchant we have found and 
p- ozined this Pearl of price , a 900d con- 
'0- (ENCE. 

And firſt of tne firſt, What conſcience Whas 

to 6; and to beoin with the quud nNomnis » Conc. 
e- thename and notation of th2 word. The eace is, 
ir. Hebrews have no name that doth properly "3 a» 
a- aſver to the word conicience, they ex-,n;a" ©* 
y- preſs it by the general terms of Heart, 
2- SWul,prait. 
1d The Greek ouridnos, and (o our Ezglith, 
as Conſcience, figmifies ſeeing or knowing - 
72 together, 


1d Two reaſons there are afſhoned for the Bi 
> 4 aw © ' ' , K | C-. : = HY WG 

[- um2; 1 Becauſe 'tis joyned with Sct- ka 4s fy {ut 

mn ence, the conſcience knowing a thin? t9- gjoiend [i 


e tier with 1ts principle, which princi;lc 
1s uſually called cvrThger45. 
'7e 2. Becauſe it is a joynt-knowl2dee + 
s ther knowing what we know , Which. 
lt antheris God, who is an ocular witneis 
of 21l our ations , as the wiſe man t2ach- 
- thus, The vaysof a man are before the x... 
9 ejes of tne Lor4,, and he pazdereth all his x1, 
- gungs, Andletusby the way ( that We 
, B 4 may 
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[8] 
may not be, thought unfruitfully to have 
touch'd upon the notion and origination 
of the word) take this Obſervation or 
Meditation with us, and O that it were al- 
Ways in our minds 5 That God 3 together 
OOTY" - mithuw, knows all we ds. 
5005 059:14ceni * Dig we confider this , it would make 
| equates ©'2 us vioilant over our hearts, and careful 
of all our ways , knowing, that it is not 
onely impiety, but impudency to commit 
any fin , tince no fin can be committed , 
but in the eye, and before the face, of the 
all-ſeeing and all-holy God : I know no 
- bridle more powerful to curb and kee? 
us in, and reſtrain us from fin , then this 
- conſideration , That all things are viſible 
.to God, who alone 1s invifhble. A child 
dares not offend in the eye of his father, 
a ſervant in tne face of his Maſter, a wife 
dares not be unchaſt in the preſence of 
her husband, O that we would always re- 
memdoer , that where-ever we are, What- 
{o2ver W240, we are ever under God's 
eye , who 1s all theſe unto us, a Father, a 
Mui. 1. «6, Maſter, a Husband, This for the name. 
| 2. For the quid re: , the nature of con- 
. ſcience, it 1s the ſoul's Mirror or Looking- 
olaſs , Wherein *: views it ſelf and all its 
actions ; the 1o::1's Regiſter , which fits 
ike Dawid's ready writer , with pen in 
band, and records all our ſpeeches , aRi- 
ons, thoughts and defires; it - is God's 
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kilif, which arrelts us upon every treſ- 
pals and breach of tis Laws; itis God's 
entinel , that Rands upon the watch- 
ayer of the ſoul , and diſcovers all that p 
us, Socrates, Empedecles, and others,  Sentus of . 
zll us, that every man hath a good or a Ser gees arh 
14 Genius , who is his continual com- "OH 
woller and affiftant , and that he is no 
n: moment from us, but doth always ac- 
ompany us , from our firſt coming into 
te world, till our laſt gaſp: The Con- . 
cence 1s truly and indeed this Genius, 
But, to ſpeak properly , Conſcience is . 
hat faculty of the rational foul , which - 
uketh knowledge of, and giveth judement 
pon, all our ac10ns, 
[ ſhall not hzre enter into a Scholaſtical - 
uicourſe of conſcience , nor trouble you 
ath the diſtinction of the as of con- 
tience, Proſpettive, Reflexive , Reme- MHellew ut 
noranve, which will be to amuſe you, not rucer cool 
b inlirut you. While I deſcend to the Gg,amme- 
mearned, I will preſume upon the par--tics quam 
(90n of the learned. The nature of con-,#t non it- * . 
cence 15 better felt then underſtood , ex- —_— 
crienced then expreſſed. (Beloved ) 
When you are running, into the by-path 
if fin, do you not hear a voice behind you, 
decking you, and ſaying , This is not the 
Ny? this is conſcience, When you have 
OmmItted a fin , which no eye of man 
wuld fee , no mortal could witneſs 
avant ; 


[10] 
a9ain(t; do you not ſomtunes feel ſomthing 
that gripes and grinds, pains and ſtings you 
within? that is conſcience. When you 


. have been reproached, reviled , had that 


2 $2ar cinal 


' X 
ats 0f CONN . 
Ll 


laid to your charge you never did; have 
you not found ſomething Within to ſup- 
port and comfort you ? that 1s con(cience, 

Operart ſequitsr eſſe ,, our Working de- 


 clares our being. There are three princi. 


pal a&s of conſcience , to Which all the 
reſt may be reduced , and by theſe three 


the nature of it is fully declared ; its Te- 


"ſts, Dux, Judex, 


Conſcie 
Ence 15 1 
Wirnecſs, 


Rom.,g9, g- 


Gen, 42, 


2Tso 


A Witneſs teſtifying what we have 
done, or not done. 

A Guide, dir:&ing what we ſhould do , 
or not do. | 

A Judee, abſolving, 'f we do well; con- 
demning, if we do amuſs. 

1. ASa Witneſs, it tz{tifies what we 
have dont , or not done; it takes cogni- 
ſance of all that is in the mind, the heart, 
and ſoul. 7 ſay the trmth in Chriſt, I ls 
wt , my. conſcience bearing me witneſs. 
And'tis a very faithful and impartial wit- 
neſs, it will ſ>eak the truth , the waole 
truth, and nothing but the truth ; and 'tis 
a very tenacious witneſs too , It could 


readily round the brethren of Foſeph in the 


ear, and tell them of their unnatural 
treachery, and unbrotherly cruelty , aRed 


a2ainſt Foſeph twenty years before, pv 
tou 


—_ 


- 


ole 
'tis 


the- 


1ral 
ted 
Jaſt 


[11] 
hou been , or art thou .an opprefor , a 
unkard , an adulterer , a iwearer , a 
abbath-breaker 3 conicience knows it , 
bes it, will not conceal 1t , or difſemble 
t, bur ſooner or later it will tell thee 
&'ne own truly and barely. We may fay 


of conſcience as the woman Of T ekoab to + 


Deid, Itis wiſe , according to the wiſ- 
bm of an Angel of the Lord , to know 
ll things. We cannot turnto the right 


2 


Sam,14. 
I9, 20. 


and , nor to the left , without its know- «+ 


kde, By the unce;ſtanding we know a 
ting , by conſctence we know that we 
6 know 1t;z by the will we defire, by con 
cence we know we defire ; by the heart 
we believe , by conſcience we know that 
xe believe. 1 have finned againſt the Lord, 
lth Devrd, 'twas conſcience told him fo ; 
[have had my conver(, ation upri ght 5 ſaith 
it. Paul , *twas conſcience that told him 


{þ, Conſcience 1s truly what the Poet. 
beaks 1n fancy , the Argus of the ſoul , it - 


tha hundred eyes, ever watching, every 
Wy turning, and always teſtifying and 
210g Witneſs and evidence to all we 


2. ASa Guide, it dire&s us what we 
ſhould doy or not do. © There are remain- 
ers of the Layy of Nature , principles of 
honeſty, Juſtice , Religion imprinted 1n 
very man's heart. St. Pax tells us, that 
kt Gentzles which had not the written 

Law, 


A Guide, + 


+ 


Ai 
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{ 22] 
Rom. 2, Law, had the Law written in their heart; 
14, I5- . and conſciences. There are iome notions 
O;:31:a 14.12 man fallen, that God ought to be 
'«.  "'ferved , that we ſhould do as Tve would 
be done unto— Conſcience is the Trea- 
ſurer , the Repoſitory , that lays up and 
brings forth theſe principles and rules for 
our direRion in our lives and ations. As 


Five . 


—_, # , % 


rey of $or example , concerning a duty to be 


Gra . * done , ſuppoſe Prayer , the Synterofis or 
principle of conſcience 1s, God ought to 
be worſhipped, the mind ſublumes, prayer 

is an at of God's worſhip ; hence con- 

ſcience concludes, it 1s our duty to pray, 

. $o concerning a ſin to be avoided, ſuppoſe 
Adultery , the natural principal 1s, All 
filthineſs and diſhoneſty is to be avoided, 

the mind aflumes adultery is filtly and 
diſhoneſt , the conſcience concludes , 

adultery 15 to be avoided. Thus, even the 

natural conſcience directs , but the natu- 


#4 ney £0, Ml conſcience, by the onely light of natu- 


£2215 


of narual log ral principles , is but a bad, a blind guide. 


1loa. ' ( 


The Apoſtle ſets up the pillars of natu- 
Row. I. 14 reaſon, when he tells us , that it cas 
om . onely leave ws without excuſe. Natural 
. light ( though cri'd up by ſome blind and 
miſerably miſled Fanaticks, as the onely 
inward Teacher ) 1s little better then 
darkneſs : Wherefore the Lord hath gra- 
- touſly ſupzr-added to us Chriſtians the 
lieht of his holy Word and bleſſed _— ; 
ene 
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[13] 
the conſcience keeping to the one , and Pfal, 11g, 
vin? the aſſiſtance of the other , is aÞer- 195, x 
£4 ouide. Thus conſcience direQs, and JÞ-16. 
tdirets with an enforcement; ifit be a 13s 
in, it forbids it with a check or remur- 


nuration; If a duty , it firs us up. to it 


with an infligation ; as the Rider not one- . 
y ſhews the torſe the way , bat hath a 
pur to quicken him if he be dull, anda 
Bridle to curb tum if he be head-ftrong. 

3. As a Judge, 1t approves, abſolves, if A Jude. . 
s2.do \well ; accuſes and condemns, if we 
© amis, 

1. It approves , abſolves, if we do 
well: Th ss onr rejoycing, the teſtimony 2. Cor. x, 
f our conſcience , that gs ſimplicity and 13: 
podly ſincerity — we have had OHY Conver- 
ſan in this world. Here 1s Cniciences ' 
pprobation. Whoſe Ox or Aſs have 1 ] $12. 
ken ? whom have I defrauded ? whom 3. 
have I oppreſſed ? Here 1s coniciences ab» . 
luton , when we walk uprightly , ap- 
prove our hearts and ways unto God . con- 
cence allows, approves us , and if we be 
tacuced + it abiolves ns, gives us the 
Falte-ſtone ; nay 1t not onely acquits us - 
of {ns not committed , but of fins com- 
mitted, if repented ; and hence ariſes 
peace and joy , ſerenity, and ſweet tran- 
wullity. 

2. It accuſes and condemns , if we 
mis. Adam, before be had finned, 

Was 


A EE ee MEAT ET np < 


[14] 

Gen, 3. Was not afraid of God's preſence , nor fXf0t1 
aſhamed of his nakedneſs ; but having by Win: 
fin brought a guilt upon his conſcience , he ec 
fears, ſhames, flies , hides , though with cictm: 

-as much folly as faultineſls. Achitophel, 1900 

2 Sam, After he had been falſe and unfaithful to Judg 

17.23- his Lord King David, out of the guiltof us; 
his conſcience becomes his own Executio- tie 

. nzr. Judas ( of whom Achitophel was s Wh 

. too true a Type ; that complaint-of Da- #1, 
vid, Pſal. 41.9. being as well Prophe- lh 
tical as Hiſtorical , looking forward to 5Wit 
Judas his treachery , as well as backward nayec 

to Achitophel's treaſon) 1 ſay, Jadas, af. alt: 
ter he had betrayed his Lord and Mafter acha 
Chriſt , out of the hell of his conſcience vin 
 becamehis own Judge, Witneſs, Accu- Kea 

Enarr.% ſer, Executioner. St. A#guſtize notably atet 

Plal. 45. . ſets forth the hell and horror of a con. Th 
demning conſcience , fugir ab agro iz | tix 
crvitatem ; He flies ( ſaith he ) from the Uod. 
field into the city, from the city to his w2y k 
houſe , from the open rooms of his houſe mwidec 
to his cloſet, from h's cloſet to the i2te- may | 
714 cubiculuns , his innermoſt cloſet , his qui 
conſcience; Et ecce hoſtems ſr:um invent Yew 
quo confugeret, ſeipſum quo fugiturus eſt? iitoet 
and beholdhe finds his enemy,when h: flics utes 
from him, himſelf & his own guilty con/ci- At it 

Foſih, is hisenemy, and how or whither can -7ace 

hx of be fly from himſelf > Joſephaz relates a em 

7«4. 1.18, ſtrange piece of juſtice, done by the :m- Tied 

p. 643. peror 
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or , 44% upon Ms Veputy Petronm ,. 
ies offended him ; he commands him 
erect a Tribunal , to read his own Jn- 


itment , and. with his own mouth to 


' onounce Sentence upon himſelf, Such . 


;Judge have 1 every one nigh us, with- 
aus ; conicience Keeps a privy Seſhons 
the ſoul , erects a Tribunal , condemns 
s when ever we do amiſs ; when we do 
ail, or when we do a 20od duty and not 
well, but formally. Conſcience charves 
swithit, laySit in our diſh 5 Thou haſt . 
xayed,but not with a heavenly mind;thou 
afth:ard , but not with an humble and 
mchable heart. And as conſcience 1b- 
alving brings peace and joy , ſo conſci- 
ce accuſing pofles with fear , ſorrow , 
2dneis, yea, deſperation, 

Theſe are the chief adts of conſcience x; 
17 theſe you may ſee what 1t 1s, and why 
00d hath placed it in the ſoul, that we - 
wy know what we do , that we may be 
wded to that which 1s good, that we 
Tay have a cenſurer in our own hearts to 
quit or condemn 11S when we do good 
renl., We are dull, dead, ftupid , very 
ioroetful of Cod, of our ſouls , of good 
utes ; We are too prone and apt to flie - 
ut into evil. God therefore out of his 
-N2ce hath given vs this Monitor, this Re- 
nembrancer , to be with us, within us. 
iz Nightingale , they lay , places a thorn - 

in 


[16] 
.in her neſt, upon which fallins when ſhe 
.1S drowſie , the thorn pricking her doth 
rouſe her, and make her fing more chear- 
-tully : In like manner our ſouls , being 
drouſfie and h2avy, ſenſual and ſecure , the 
Lord hath placed this thorn in our boſome, 
Conſcience, to prick, awake, and quicken 
us to our duty. We have ſeen what 
- conſcience 1s , ſee we 1n the next place 
_ 
2 Point 1 A 200d conicience 1s, Here two 
What a dings mult be premiſed, x There is no 
| a eo” {uch thing as a 200d conſcience , naturally 
CIENCE Is, 
200d, Our nature, as created , was 200d, 
but , as depraved, 1s naught. 
tells us , thz mind and conſcience of the 
75: natural man, the unbeliever , is defiled. 
The Hg. +2 And conſequently there 1s no ſuch thing 
'man Na- 3S a 200d conſcience levally and abſo- 
.eure of lutely 200d, according to the terms and 
.Chrift is tznor of the Law - that hathno ſtain of 
here ex- fn, no mixture of error , ho dregs of 19- 
crprce. norance ; ſuch a conſci2nce was never out 
of Paradiſe, or below Haven. Thus was 
man created indeed, in an univerſal re&- 
tude of all his faculties ; but fince the 
fall, we never recovered this perfeRion ; 
as the mind 1s enlightned but in part , the 
will renewed but in part, ſo the conſci-ncz 
1s purif'd but in part. 
Wh-n therefore I ſpeak of a 200d con- 
ſcience. ; I mean thereby a conicience 
999d 


1 Tir. 


Is. Deal | 


990d 


terms 
ſcien 
atior 
that ' 
\t, P 
comp 
heart 
auth 
(nent 
pure 
[en | 
unfer 
nf1'd 


ho Uſa. 
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[ 17 ] 
50d Evangelically , according to the 
terms and tenor of the Goſpel ; a con- 
cience renewed by: the grace of Regene- 
ation, and purged froin dead works, And 
that we may not miltake , we will take 
&. Paul's own deſcription ; T he end of the 
cmmandement #5 charity , out of a pure 
heart , and of a good conſcience , and of 
Uuth wafer gned. Behold _ 200d COn- 
Hence 1$ placed 1n the midft between a 
pure heart, and an unfeigned faith ; there 
ten is a 200d conſcience, where there is 
nfeigned faith in Ch-1ft ,* and a heart pu- 


(S, 


nf'd and ſan&tifi'd by the holy Ghoſt. 


We ſhall underſtand more fully what a - 


90d conſcience 15 , When we have made 


' enquiry into the next Point. 


3. What are the means to vet and to 
teep a 200d conſcience toward God and 
nan ; and firſt, towards GoJ. 

There are five Ingredients requiſite to 
tbe conſtitution of a good conſcience to- 
wmrds God , Knowledoe , Faith , Repen- 
lance, Sincerity, Obecience. 

1. The firſt requiſite 18 a ſaving and 
inaifi'd Knowlzdge of God's will , and 
ur duty ; this th2 very name and notion 
t conſctenc2 implies, ſcience, or know- 


doe. Whatſoever us not of ſarth is ſin, Rom. 14. 18: 
ata the Apoſtle. Faith 1s not there op- 33+ | Ml 


poled to unbelief , but to doubting avd1g- 
wrance, and is put for knoiwledee ; if 
(nſcience err, nay, but doubt, what-ever 
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| [18] 
* #9$angey of an WE do is fin; ifit be not our duty , and 
enonebug ard my aye do it , We fin becauſe we do not GOP 
{ Infermks Gr aera-gyr duty ; - If it be our duty, and we wd 2 
do it, we fin too , becauſe we do it FtNer 
doubtinely. To extricate our ſelves out of zot be 
this perplexity, the onely way is, deponere P50" 
erroueam conſcientiam , tO lay alide an G06! 
erroneous conicience , and this 1s , by lt 1n 
rightly informing it, Conſcience is the Alt 
"foul $ Pilot ;- and therefore it muſt be ac- © (ea 
qua'nt2d with the Card and Compals , ad 
elſe the Ship is in 1ll caſe. Conſcienceis ol 
(as we have heatd) the ſoul's guide, there- fing 
tore It mult have eyes inits head , for if he 
the blind lead the blind, both will fall in- YO 
to the ditch. What work , what havock 1} 
.did Paul make , while Saul ? How many rad wh 
in an 12norant and miiguided zeal think 31 
they do God good ſervice , While they rcefla 
would, if they had their will , raſe the 19000 
Service , the Worſhip, the Ordinances of nth 
.God to the ground ? No heat more dan- Fund! 
oerous then that of zeal , if it want light; 
tis like fire out of the chimney, twill "hed 
burn all before it. Wouldſt thou have a Wm 
| , 900d cocience ? labour for a conſcience ence 
t HHluminated , and riehtly informed by the <urit 
Word of Go. 1 8 m 
2. Labour for a lively Faith: a good *n 
WnSUengG (19 unde COnicIence (as1 have ſaid ) is ſuch not Le ated 
 a- oally, according to the tenour of the Law, Wed 4 
. but Evaneelically , according to the te- *{lic 
nour of the Goſpel, Now Faith 1 is the great lies 
Golpel- 
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Goſpel-grace ; and St. Paul Joyns faith 1 Tim, x, 
md a 200d conictence three times to- 52 19. and 
otter in one Epiſtle. Conſcience Can- *P- 3-9. 
wot be 200d, {o long as it hes under ovilt ; 

w 200d conſcience til we have peace with 

(od, no peace with God till we have inte- 

z| inChrift , no intereſt in Chriſt but by 

ith;tis faith that lays hold on th'merit of 

3s death,and draws vertue from his blood; 

nd Chriſt's blood hath a pardoning and a 

2r9ing, 4 Curing and a cleanſing, a tandti- 

fins and a fving vertue ; 1t will both 

aahe and purifie the conſcience, accord- 

noto that of the Apoſtle , The blood of Hebs9.14 
Chriſt ſhall purge your conſcience from 

tad works, to ſerve the living God, 

3. Repentance iS the next, and 'tis as Ainenranu £5 » 
xceſlary as any of the reſt, for obtaining 3 2443/ie ton , 
190d conſcience , - Which cannor conſiſt #99» 
ith bad courſes, and finful practiſes, Sin - 
nds th2 conſcience , {lays the ſoul. 
there #5 no peace , ſaith God, unto the Efa.cy 25 
hed : No peace with God, no peace + 
ith man , no peace with their own con- 
w%nce, Wicked men may have eaſe and 
<urity , but not peace and tranquillity z 
& may, with Nabal,live graceleſs, and» 

*{nſeleſs ; God may punith their af- 
ad ſecurity in their life , with an in- 
Kedſecurity at their death z but no trne 

tohd peace can any have , who 'ives 

Nlieg in any fin. This David witneſſeth, 
C3 When 
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| 20 ] 
when he contztiera , T here u no ſoundueſs 
1a my fleſh becauſe of rhine anger , there is 
0 ate my bones becauſe of my fn. yn 
ends Cod, it onely offends him; and 
wh nz % 10 gracious as to be recon- 
cited to linners, yer to fin he will never b: 
reconciled, nor yet to finners neither , but 
upon the condition of true and timely re- 
P2ntance. 
4. Since God, who hates all fin , above 
If therefore We 
world have a good conictefice , we mult 
labour for fincerity : "Thw t5 our rejojcing, 
- the teſt; mony of our conſcience, that mn 
femplicity and godly fo ſmcertty » »at with 
fi i wiſdom, bit by the grace cf God, we 
have hal our caxrver{ation in this world, 
2 God of pure # had . 00 loves 
pure hear t, andevery Wn 1mMands , 
commends , requires » ACCCPtS Incerity : 
And indeed our upr:*nin2is of heart 1s 
all the perfetion we can 1n tois life at- 
tain ; and 1f our hearts 52 perfect to- 
waras God, tha im-erſections of our 
weak , but fimcere obedience, ſhall find 
Pardon wita Lod, and will be cover d by 
th: perfection of Chriſt's cbearence. 
Row ftunlly. now FRaruy 3 how fre- 
,quemily cid David ſail ; yet, his heart be- 
2 uprtvhe, be 1s pe Lo "XN as after 
God's own heart. The oodly King's of 
/ſr.:el were not without their failings - but 
they 
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they are diftnguthed from the uncodly , 

by this Very chara& ter ot their fince rily, 

How canſf thou ſay, 1 love thee » when thy : Kias, 

bart #5 ot with me? COuld that Hatlot 15 14. 

ay to Saxgpſon. Vice is doubly vitious in , 

Vertue's dreis. SINCer1ty 1s abiolutely ne- 

ceflary ro the Cont: tuton of of a 99: d 

conſcience. 
5. To thee, let us add Obedie nce, and« A conwmn tant; \ak 

i: have all its Ingredients; and added jt otticne | 

nult be, elſe without obedience \ Know- 

l:doe is 2 frurtlels ſpeculation , Faith is a 

oundleſs Pre e.umption , Repzntance 1s 

vt performed but perſonated , and our 

wetended <Sincerity oy vaniih into hy- 


nto God ; nay, obedience 1s better then 

acrifice. There are that will not endure hg OF 
tg Chim of th2 Law , under the Gopel ; 
ut our blefled Gaviour , and after him |: is 
loved Diſciple St. John , makes 1t the x.,p,, . 
wack of our love to God, to keep his cOm- 1 Job,;. ; 
nandaps* ats, We are indeed through . ” 
Chnffreed from the Law , as th2 condi- o& tt 
ton of th? Covenant of works , but as it "oe i wtlgl 
$4rule of holy life we are honnd unto 1t, Y 100 
hall never be fre? da from iT, No, notin 
Ren, £0r th-n, and not till then, ſhall 
We per teetly SCD It 3 perfectly loving 
Ld and o! ur neiohbour : : *tis a branch, and 
tz very firſt branch , of the Covenant of 
me ; to have the Lay writtzo 1n our Heb, 8,10 

C4 nearts. 
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hearts. 'Tis our prayer, Thy will be done on 
earth, as in heaven, Twas our firlt un- 
doing, that our firſt Parents did their own 
.will, and left God's will undone. No 
. man can have a good conſcience towards 
God, who 18 Conlcious to mmſelf of liv- 
ing in any Willing or wiltul diſobedience 
to. any on2 of God's commandements. 
.Sin 15 the tran'greffion of the Law , and 
ouilt follows fin at the heels, and con- 
{c1ence can never be good , fo long as it 
hes under fin and guilt. Wherefore though 
when we have done our beſt , we are but 
urprofitable ſervants; yet Uull we have 
done our belt, we can never be ac- 
counted faithful and dutiful ſervants to 
our 2racious Maſter. Theſe are the means 
to get a good conſcience towards God, 
od consiencz 2+» The Way to get a good conſcience 
Ow ares mor. toWards Man, 15, as St. Paul directeth , 
Rom.13.7 To give every man his due, There 1s 4 
| ue to Super1ors, a due to Equals, a due to 
257 - Inferiors. 
The Supertors cue 1s Obedience KSub- 
AR. m.13.5 jetion : Wherefore ye muſt needs be (ub- 
jett , not onely for wrath, but alſo for con- 
| ſcrence ſake. And our Spertors ar? either 
ſupreme, or Suborainate; 'tis St. Peter's 
own diſtinction , Submit Jour ſelves — 
whether it be ato the King as Supreme, or 
anto Oguernr S, AS ito them that are ſent 
by him, for the ptniſhment of evil-avers , 
and 


VP 


a, 


op 
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and for the praiſe of them that do well. FF: 

The King then being Supreme , we-obcnw Nv? 
muſt obey as Supreme z he 1s ſolo Deo my.. Fownrtr ho | 
mr, by God, and next under God, placed 8 
over us , and next unto God ve. ovehim 
obedience x and very oftef are our duties 
to God and the King joyned : Solomon 
joynes them , My ſon, fear thou the Lord Prov, 14. 
and the King ; our Saviour joyns them , 2: 

ive #nto Ceſar the things that are Ca- MA. 12. 

ar's, and unto God the things that are "_ 
God's: St, Peter joyns them , Fegr God, bir. 
honor the King ; he cannot fear God who. 15, © 
doth not honor the King, he cannot be 

a 200d Chriſtian who is not a good Sub- 

jet; and Proteſtants have ever been 

the beſt, both Chriſhans and Subjeas, 

| ſhall not refle& upon our late carriage , + 

I hope, aS it hath been our ſuffering and 
our fin, ſo our ſorrow and repentance , that 
we have had other Lords to have dominion 
wer #s. O that we could turn to God by 
hearty repentance , that we would turn to 
our King by hearty loyalty, that we would 
return to one another by hearty love and 
reconciliation ; ſo ſhould we be happy in 
three ARts of Oblivion at once, Gods, 
his Majeſty's, and our Own. 

Let us praiſe Go4 with a cheerful con- 
juntion of hearts , and holy affections , 
tithe hath in honor, and peace, and by a - 
miracle of mercy to him and us , reſtored 

EE 4 GUz 


* Was. — 


_ 


Prov. 30. 


3. 


1 53M, 
25,9, 
Rom. 13.2 


, our David, his Annointed , 
Lam,4 20. our noltrils, and fet him upon the Throne 
flexion 4201 y Of his fathers; nath kept his fear in his 
L aj inf ; 5 Royal heart, and by the ſovereign Anti- 
k- w5tauration dots of his iaving grace , hath preſerved 


«tion. 
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the breath of 


him from infeRtion in that peklent aire , 
where he hath been enforced long to 
breath? z for tvat he hath given us hope , 
who were lately at the brink of deipair , 


That by ms Majeſty's happy Reſtitution, 


our Church and State may obtain a happy, 
uſt , and orderly iettlſement and reforma- 
And let us who are Miniſters 
preach, and all both Miniſters and Chri- 


Aans practiſe, a willing, Chraſtian, and 


cheerful obedience to his Majelty's g0- 
vernment , never upon any the moſt Re- 
ligious pretence to reſiſt him , or to en- 
deavour to make difference betwixt n'm 
and his great Council. Letus lift up our 


voices like Irumpets, to ſhew our people 
their tranio 


refhons , but never blow the 
Trumpet of ſedition. Let itbe onely de- 
fended by Feſwtes , that Princes for Ty- 
ranny or Hereſie may be depoſed and 
murthered ; forus, let us learn from a 
-Hetter ſchool , that againſt a King there 
75 10 Yi is 14 ”; that none can Sri forth 
his hand avainſt the Lord's Annoanted , 

end be puiltleſs ; - that who ſo reſiſts, ſhall 
recerve to themſelves damnation. Con- 
tonant to this Doctrine of the Scriptures 
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j2s the doctrine? and practiſe of the pri- . 
nitive Chriſtians: None of us, faith 


« Cyprian , doth reſiſt , 


h-nded z nor endeavour revenge againſt metriazs 
rour unjult violence, although our people 
he numerous , and our power more then 44mm 


enough lk And why ? Deus eſt vindex, God nmnis & 


: coptoſus þt 
is the revenger of his injur'd fervants. os 44 
'Tis a molt noble paſlage, and memorable pulas, 


' X X £ ar Laois 
example to this purpoſe , that in the Ec- fyampc of 4 » * 


clefiaftical Story of the Theban Legjon , dri;tian ebidiena' 
being ſeven thouſand in number, all Chri- # $4>-+ yewers 


tlans, in the Army of Maximilian the _ " 


Heathen Empzror ; he commands the ©* 750m 


Arty to offer ſacrifice to the Heathen "7 © 
%9ds. They refuſe, but dare not reſift ; and 
to decl:ne the Emperor's diſcontent re-- 
move their quarters. He renews his com- 
mand ; they humbly deny , telling him, 
They care not, to obey him, diſobey God, 
for whole ſake they had been, and ever 
would be, his faithful ſervants. The Em- 
peror puts them toa decimation, They 
ſubmit with cheerfulneſs, praying for 
their murderers, He lays his commands - 
2241n upon the remainder to ſacrifice. They . 
follow the heroick example of their fel- 
lows, and humbly refuſe, Whereupon 
they are all butcher'd without the leaſt re- 
ſtance : Their Commander Mavritizs + 
could not contain his joy for their con- 
ſancy in the faith, and patience under 
perſecution ; 


fas. 


when IPPIC- Fp. ad De. , 


CR 11H 


Y% 
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. perſecution ; How fearful was I, ſaith he, 


( fince armed men may eafily be tempted 
to defend themlelves) leſt under colour of 
ſelf-preſervation , in o juſt a cauſe , they 
ſhould have refiiied. I was watchful, and 
had Chriſt's example in readineſs , who 
commanded his Diſciple to put up his 
{word into his ſcabbard; and I told them , 
"If you uſe not your weapons, I have God's 
own warrant for your ſafety. Here were 
truly Chriſtian Soldiers, a high precedent 
to all Soldiers and Chriſtians, to teach 
them to ſuffer and ſubrit , but never to 


ret; $424 08+refiſft, No, Kings mult be obeyed either 


1: £/1%:L 07 JdICN £740 


; 4-0 Ai7194 % H AS! 


fraitcs. 


--aQively or paſſhvely , but never reſiſted. 
=> Chriſtians did cheerfully ſubmit their 


necks unto, but never dared to lift up 

their hands againſt their perſecutors ; they 

.durſt not oppoſe Heathen Emperors, let 
.not us oppoſe Chriftian Kings ; they durſt 
-not refilt the perſecutors of the faith, let 
*not us then refit the Defenders of the 
Faith. Hear Tertull:ax 1n the name of the 
whole Church, With hands ſpread abroad, 

becauſe innocent ; and bare-headed , be- 
canſe not aſhamed, we are always praying 
for all Emperors, that God would grant 
them a long Life, a happy Reign, a ſafe 
Houſe, victorious Armies , a faithful 
Counſel, a loyal People , and a peaceable 
world. If we would have a good conſci- 
ence, We muſt, and that for conſcience 
lake 


iba... 
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take , obey the King as Supreme. 

2. We mult obey them that are over 
us under the King, ſubordinate Masiſtrates 
ind Governors; and thoſe are 

Civil , 
Eccleſiaſtical, | 

For Civil Governors, no doubt but . 
ſuch we have , andto ſuch we owe obes - 
dence, (as Judges and other Magiſtrates.) 
But for Ecclefatiical Supertors , Charch-+ 
ooVernors , there 1s not ſo good agree-, * 
ment; ſome are for one ſort , tome for an- 
other, and ſome for none at all, : 

But that there are ſuch , who they are , 0bttcexu to \ 
and that to them Obedience is due, I ſhall f«{2/a/ticat/u 

nefly and plainly ſhew. Shs bon. -4s 

That there are ſuch , and that obedience - 

s due unto them , defiring to give - 
weight rather then number , I ſhall make 
uſe but of one place of Scripture to - 
vince it , and 'tis ſo clear, that it 1s not 
capable of an evaſion ; Obey thems that 
have the rule. over you , aud ſubmit your 
ſelves, for they watch for your ſouls. Be- 
:0id, hereare Rulezs , ſpiritual Rulers , 
that watch for our ſouls, and we muſt obey 
tiem , and ſubmit unto them, But then, 
the next is a nice point, who they are, and - 
wat kind of government Chriſt hath {et 
up for the ruling and ordering his Church. 
For me, .] have never been afraid or. 
dhamed , when called to it, to ſpeak my - 
thoughts, 


Heb. 13. 
I7. 


Y as. 
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k thoughts , and what if I ſay , they are the 
| $6e&k 7:5 thoughts of the molt ptous and iober, both 
» ever»wnert * Mimitters and Chriſtians in this Church ; 
= *'Tis the my judgment 1s and hath been, * A mo- 
very ex- derate and well-grounded Epiſcopacy , 
preſſion of \yith a ftanding aililtant Presbytery, is the 


- Dr. Ham- . ; 
ond, in moſt excellent and bzft revulated form 


WP 
_— oy 


= we —_—_ -- 
qr TD OO TENT 


ficero with God's Word , molt conducible to 
The Power God's glory , and the Churches order and 
- Sg See Wty , the leaſt hable to jult exception , 
| is by ang and the moſt likely to give all ſober, ju- 
| by ex- dicious, and good men fatisfation.. This 
| plained, +I conceive to b2 the Apoſtolical frame 
by them ſet up and ſetled, and fince them 
to this day in the Church continued, This 
Regiment excellently provides , that 
«neither one with Dyotrophes may exalt 
himſelf, and have the Onely prehemi- 
| nence; nor yet the reſt of the ſons of Lev; 
may mutiny againſt Moſes and Aaron, as 

:f they took roo much upon them. 
; Here { ipeaking of the care a Chriſtian 
-thould take not to offend) I would not 
, willinely offend any, by this plain decla- 
| ration of my judgment and opinion ; and 
yet perhaps I may offend both the Pres- 
byterians, arid thoſe of th2 ſeverer ſort of 
; - Epiſcopal perſons too ; the Presbyterians, 
l for that I declare for Epiſcopacy ; the ſe- 
vere Epiicopal perſons , for that I declare 
for a moderate an] well-regulated Epiſ- 
COpacy. To 


- _—y 
— - 


. 
Ou U—— 


his Pre. of Church-government , moſt agreeable. 


bas. 
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To th:ſe my Apology ſhall be firſt, and + 
all bz ſhore; When I ſpeak of a ſtanding By "Ws 
Presbytery, athiſtant ro Epiſcopacy, 1 ſpeak ſtanding 
the very words of the reverend Dottor Prebyte- 
Hammond , a 2reat and known affertor of 2 he did 
Epiſcopacy , and in a time when ſcarce IT 
:ny but himſelf did , or” durſt publickly mean, a 
iflert that Government, ' And when ].Preben- 
ay, A moderate Epiicopacy, I ſpeak from ary, or 
the words of a greater Doetor then he , {05 040" 
the Door of the Gentiles, Let your mo- ter, © 
deration be known unto all men ; Surely it Phil.g.s, 
becomes not God's Miniſters to rule with f RDID IT 
rizour, and to teach men, as Gideon taught urcs Gevery - 
the men of Swcecoth , with briers and = <rntabk 


\as-_ 


thorns, A well regulated government ,: 


' hounded with Rules and Canons, will be, 


25 to the ſatisfaction of the Church, fo 
to the ſafety of the Biſhops , who ſhall be 
2hle to give a 200d account to God and 
man, and to their own conſciences , for 
their Eccleſiaſtical adminiſtrations, and all 
22ts of Epiſcopal juriſdiction, 

And for thoſe of the Presbyterial judo- - 
ment , I hope I ſhall not offend them, if 
I enely ſpeak the words of thoſe in de- 
fence of Epiſcopacy , who have been the 
oreatelt Patrons and Promoters of Pres- 
bytery ; and let them ſee , that the moſt 
zealous of them , when they ſpeak out of 
heat, and in the words of ſobriety , ſpeak 
honorably of Biſhops , and acknowledge 

Epiſcopacy 


Epiſcopacy to be agreeable to the Scrip. 
- tures: Iſhall mention thoſe onely , who 
7 of'y -are the Anteſignam of the Presbyterial 


= 2:21 03! 

Mb wow afcr 917 8Fogyernment , Mr. Calvin, Mr. Beza, and 

1-2 | Aran Church of Scotlard; and when you 

F þ 37% £237 have heard them peak, you will ſay , that 

f/m! if they had been fee'd of the other part, 

Si” 4 they could not ſpeak more fairly , nay, 
more fully for Epiſcopacy. 

Calo. Ep, Calvin Writing To the King of Paloma, 

2d Regem, Propounds the government of that Church 

Polome. by an Archbiſhop, and Provincial ' or 

City-Biſhops, which he calls a Moderate 

Honor ; his words you may ſee , $: hodie 

lluſtriſſima Polome Reguo unus precſſet 

Archiepiſcopus eſſent deinde wel 

Provinciales vel Wrbani Epiſcopi qui pecu- 

luaruer ordim conſervando itenti forent= 

1-tiut, Again, (faith he) antiently every Province 

1.4.c. 4 had amon?e their Biſhops one Arch- 

þ. 4. biſhop, and above the Arch-biſhop th 

Nicen Councel ordained Patriarchs for 

th2 preſerving of Diſcipline : The 20- 

vernment thus ordered , they called an 

-Hierarchy, which name he diſlikes : Bur, 

ſaith he, S:; r:m 12tuemmar , if we look into 

the thing it ſelf , we ſhall find, that the 

old Biſhops meant to forve no form of 

ruling the Church , differing from that 

which the Lord appointed in his Word. 

The ſame Catom writes moſt reverently 

- FO QUT Enzlſh Biſhops z 21mg them al- 

Ways 


Aa___ 


q 
yays theic Epiſcopal Iles, as in many . 
of his Epiſtles is to be ſeen, I could in- 
tance in many more paſlaves of his to this 

rpoſe , (if K would not (well a Sernion 
wo much) but theſe may ſuffice to to let us 
ke , that Mr. Calvin was notin his heart 
ſooreat an adverſary to Epiſcopacy , as 
ome of his brethren believe him. 

Beza, the moſt violent againſt Buthops, In his Dil. - 
jet himſelf ſpeaks as much for them pur. with xi 
$can be defired; hear him once for all, Seravia, 
Oued fr nenc, &c. It now the: reformed 2%. A 
Churches of Exgland , being under- ;** 
propped with the Authority. of Biſhops . * 
nd Arch-biſhops , do continne, as this 
hath happened to that Church, in our me- 

. mory , that ſhe hath had men of that 
Calling , not onely moſt notable Martyrs 
of God ,, bat alſo excellent Paſtors and 
Doors : Let them truly enjoy that fin- 
vular bleſſing of God, which T wiſh may 
de perpetual unto her. You ſee Calvin 
hath aid a little for Epiſcopacy , but Beze 
much more ; indzed what more can be 
ſud ? 

Hear we now the Church of Scotland; Went: 
tefore Presbytery was eftabliſh'd there , Sus incnvant || 
they ſet up Superintendents , whoſe Sti- '* "4:9: 
pend they make larger, and power greater 
then ordinary Mimfters. This is one of , ,,s x 
their Canons , 7+ #s concluded by the whole yiſcipline 
Mimnſtery aſſembled , that all —_— pa, 37. 


ould 


32 ] 
 ſhonld be ſubjeft to therr Smper-intendents. 
2 P. As - Again , We have thought it a moſt expedi- 
of the Ge- ext thing at this time, that from the whole 


neral Aſ-_ 


inbly, number of godly men , uw preſently in the 


Realm , be ſeletted ten or twelve ( for in ſo 
mauy , Provinces we have divided the 
while ) to whom charge and commande- 
ment ſhall be given to plant and erect 
.Kirks, to ſet , order, and appotnt Mim- 
fters — And then follows the names of 
the places of Reſidence , and ſeveral 


, And Zat- Ty; ooff>g (*tis their own word ) of the $u- 
cy retl; er-intendenis. We ſee the Church of 
us, That P&* git T -Ap 4 


Super-in. *Scorland it elf, the faſteſt friend to Pres- 

.tendent is bytery,, doth not yet believe it, jure di- 

bur the 94,9, elſe with what conſcience could it 

RICE TE ſetup and judee , for that time molt con- 

for thz VEmEnt, the government of Biſhops or 
berrer Super-intendents ? 

Greek . TI have choſen to ſpeak here of this 

word Epi/-, onely head of conſideration , waving all 

cop. the other Arguments from Scripture and 

Antiquity , becauſe this I conceive moſt 

conviztive, lealt oftznhve, becauſe it takes 

off that ſo much magnifi'd afſertion of 

ſome , That the belt Reformed Churches 

- are Presbytrian ; it being moſt clear, that 

even thoſe they call the beſt reformed 

Churches do ſpeak well and worthily of 

Epiſcopacy ; ſome praiſe it, others with 

it all approve it, becauſe it ſhews , that 

the greateſt friends of Presbytery , when 


th2y 


____ 


they | 
Epiic 
ſham 
zmpl 
to be 
ſy to 
not 

friend 
Fea, | 
et {i 
taken 
With 

alway 
rave 
Pres! 
Ing 1 


' Whor 


Red 
Ve 
on 
Book 
tnat 

nye 
took 
conf 


a 


[ 33] 

they will ſpeak their thoughts , fpeak for 
Epilcopacy » and therefore it can be no 
hame to our Brethren to follow their ex- 
mmple, and to eſteem it the greatet} folly 
tbe wedded to error , the greateſt vio. 
yto yield to truth ; and that they ſhall, 
wt Apoltatize or abandon their bet 
friends , but may keep Calvia, Beza, 
jea, the Church of Scotland it ſelf, and 
jet ſubmit to Epiſcopacy. I have nor 
uken up this opinion yeſterday , turning + 
with the time and ftream ; it hath been - 
always my judgment , and I muſt{ay , 1 
ve been much confirmed init by the 
Presbyterians, ſome of that judgment be- 
nz my ne.2hbours and acquaintances , 
whom I ſaw greatly devoted to , and 
keard highly ſpeaking for the Presbyterial 
overnment : I procured, and, with the 
belt jucement I could, peruſed their 
Books aſſerting that Government ; and all 
tat I have time now ro {ay , 18 what I 
wwe even now ſaid , The Arguments and. * 
kooks for the Presbyterian have much 
confirmed my judgment for the Epiſcopal 
Qvernment ; and I wiſh thole who have 
aken thines upon truſt , would read their 
on Books without affetion , and the 
Writings for Epiſcopacy without pre- 
ace; I am confident thzy would not 
tink ſo well of their own Diſcipline , to 
x much in love with it ; nor {o ill of 
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: pilcopacy , but that they might ſubmit 
unto it, 1hus I have plainly and fincerely 
laid open my thoughts , as to th govern- 
ment of the Church, and, as I judee, have 
not therein gone altray from my Text : 

And however | may be ceniured, 1 judoed 


it more beſeeming in cirect a down- 
r12ht terms to declare my conicience , as 


to this point, rath:r then obliquely to 
[alh andoeird , as in ſuch caſes I have ob- 


- lerved too many to do, which if it ſhew a 
. little wit, it ſhews but alittle oravity,and 


is, as I conceive , very unſutable to {o (a- 
cred a Work, and not in the leaſt ſervice- 
n_ to any Cauſe. 

I will cloſe this point with an humble 
- ſupplication to all, both of the one and 


bes partes niwthe othzr judgment, and that in the Name 
* of Him who is the Great Biſhop -and 


Hieh- prie;t of the Church, and as they 
cefire tne PCaCe and happy ſettlement of 
the Church, that they will both conſider, 
r:fe&t, and reme.nder, what, not many 
years, YC By months 490, Whz n not onely 
| but Mini ery , Religion , 
and even Chr: Hepes it ſelf, lay upon tne 
Block; when we feared our Church would 
D2 unchurched, and the Candlzftick re- 
moved : Waar, tnen all of us would have 
yielded, from what reced: d, how far Epii- 
CODacy would have ſto ped to Presby- 

« tery, nw far Presbytery would have ſub- 
mittzd 


nitted 
wv ( 
urned 
13 Our 
wr, | 
$ ore 
wotetl 
me | 
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nitted to Epiſcopacy. Lz=t us not then , 
vw God hath confuted our fears , and 
uned them into more then hopes, return 
our former temper , or rather diftem- . 
xr, Let us follow the example, as good . 
s great, Of Our gracious SOveraign , who 
rotefſeth ( and hath proved ) to have the 
ime heart in England he had at Breds. 
) [zt us perform what cur hearts have 
zomiſed in our trouble ; let us not prefer 
zrhumor bzfore ovr happineſs , nay, be- 
iz2 God's glory and the Church's peace. 
[ have ipoken of our duties to our £u- 
xriors, ( the means to get a good con- 
gence.) there are duties al:0 to Equals Wutcs touual; 
nd Infertors, and they are many , and the Ynfricurs - 
inz meh ſpent , I ſhall therefore ſum 
zm 2}l up in that one golden Rule of our. 
|:fed Saviour, which will Rand in Read - 
{ many, and is indeed comprehenſive 
tall: whatſoever ye would that men Man # 
'uld ds #nto you, do ye even ſs tathem, ,, 
ths is the Law and the Prophets, Thz ; 
xt alſo would oive m2 warrant, if the (;,,; Woo Go 


CNLURR mv 
12 ould give me leave to ſpeak ſome- we eth#gson! 
-n2 of thinos indifferent; concerning Arm 
ach, many not well underſtanding, and . 
many not riehtly ufing their Chriſtian 
xrty, hav? even offence to th2 con- 
ates of tnzir brethren. But I muſt re-. 
«You to tn2 Apokile, who hath left us - 
re dret'ons n :b's patticular , having vid. Rem, 

D 2 ipzat 1+ 
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mrbata, Mala & turbata , conſeienia. 


ſpent divers Chapters on this ſubje& , and $29 

' % . Ini Ser-to the Reverend Doctor Sanderſo;: , on con{cl 

mons upon is herein the Apoſtle's bt Expoſitor ; 1 ada! 

Rom. 14. have time onely to commend unto you 1+ 

: rode 4 that excellent Apnoriim of tus, wich, if 2th 2 

; ' Per. 2, Tightly applyed andunderttood , would al- ou 

a i 6. molt alone reconcile all our Gfferences 10S | 

[ig es Ta about things indifferent : *T 7 ſuperſtitiqn els 
; aw ek - 3 Sek BY to farb: :d that as ſinful which is but radifſe- ved 

; " zZ © Sem, on 70s 42d ther efore lawful, as well as ſuper- yoſorm 

8 — 

-- chriſtian Bicron to enjoyn that as neceſſary which s 
G Liveity iadiffereat, and therefore Arbitrary. ould 
! W Wy Theſe are the means to oet, ( Er quibits Ning, 
| | + ct. >: naſcimar 115 eantrimur |) th2i2 ace the 11 F 
| te means to keep a good conſcience , both 7 
þ towards Cod and towarcs men. fl 
There remains but one Point more , "ta 

(fince, as we have heard, a good con- ;hml 

{cience 1S a continual feaſt ) now we may 10 Ma 

know and be aflured whether we have this Z& 

. ©00d cheer at home, a 9004 conſcience. ſul! 

aid, Ge- What hith been already (11d in the Ce- Inlc 

| nerzl = {cription of a $504 conlcience , and inthe tlezp 
514th ' Foinr, FOP dire&ions how 0 vet 2 9900 Cunicience , arr | 
4 pucy ca if obſerved and applyed, woulZ be a lively Ne.ut 
: of 2 200d 2141s to Iet us (ee the face and completion 
'p conſci» of our conſcience. I (hall therefore ſhort- 310! 
: ras ly diipatch tis point, taking St. Berzard Mt 
as my Guide , who tells us of a four-folo fun} 
1h ds ſtate of the conſcience, there is Bona & it 
; conſe, p, trenquilla, Mala & CG rrangu {la, Bona ©, 3. 
L 1107, Wag 
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4 000d quiet Conicience , and a bad quiet |- 


* 
- 


-mnſcience; 2 200d troubled conſcience | 
nda bad troubled conſcience. | 

I. A 909d quiet Conictence ts his, who A good - 
th 2 well rounded aflurance of the free quiet con- 
your of God, and the full pardon of his [cience, 
as in Jelus Chriſt; he that is in this 
xe is halt in heaven already , like the be- 
wed Diſciple , repoles him{elf in the 
Wome of Chriſt. 

2. Would you think a bad conſcience A bad 
2uld be quiet ? *Tis the ſecure , {lum- quier con+ 
ſing, ſeared conſcience , as St. Pas! calls lexnce, 

t, Having ther conſcience ſeared with a 1 Tim. 4, 
vt iron; a Very ſignificant Metaphor ; *- 

kn from the dealing of a Chirurgeon ,. 
ts . - ACKLUTS- 
'ith his Patient , who when he cuts off ,, dou 
limb, he benums , ſears , cauteriſes it , voy. 
vmake 1t inſenhible ; fo the devil, when -,,,, ., 
2 &fh2nes to cut off and deftroy a foul, fas its 
»ruine a poor finner , he cauteriſes his fempeſta; 
ncience , benums his ſoul , lulls him &, Hic- 
dep : Too many fuch ws ſee ſetled on 

ir lees, going on careleſly , fearleſly , 
Teumptuouſly-, in finful and fAlagitious 

mules, crying, Peace, peace, when there 

5n0 peace , as if th:y had made a cove- 

ant with death and nell - like Solomons Prov. 212, 


| tnkard, thongn wounded and ſtricken, 35- 


k! feel 1t not. 4 aacd 
3. A good troubled conſcience 1s ms, ,,.*1.y 
N works out. his ſalvation yvlth fear confci- 
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-and trembling , that unfeignedly believes 
in Chritt, is fincerely humbled for fin, is 
ſeverely watchful againlt fin; yet is de- 
jected for want of aſſurance of God's 
love, and evidence of pardon, and for that 

1b 12. fin hangs on him (o faſt , and the Lay in 

Rom, 7.23 his members watrrs againſt the Lai of his 
mind , bringing him into captivity to 
th: law of fin. Thus it hath been with the 
beſt of God's ſervants, Job, David, and 
many others , as they by tad complaints in 
times of ceſertion do telifie, And this 
{tate, though not {o ſweet, 1s yet as {ound 
and 200d as his who hath a good quiet 
conſcience , and *tis uſually more ltri&, 
watchful, and circumſpe&. 

-A bad 4. A bad troubled conſcience is that 

aro"vbled which acculeth, terrifieth, deſpaireth, af- 

con.ci- ter ſn committed, and long continuedin, 

ENCC. —p F G 
When conſcience 1s troubled , not with- 
out ſenſe of fin, bur takes indire& and 

' enlawful courſes for cure and comfort, 
flizs from God, not to him, as Sas! to the 
Witch, and J#das to the Halter; th's is 

Prov. 1%, thit wounded conſcience which Solomon 
ou . calls intollerable. Thus many that live le- 
cur2ly, as if there were no hell; die deſpe- 
ratzly, as if there were no heaven; for 
commonly preſumpron ends 1n Qeſpatr , 
tre d1d quiet ends ( without God's great 

rercy ) in th2 bad troubled conſcience. 
The: being the ſeveral ſtrtes of th2 


CON: cience | 


Wras._ 
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conſcience y It concerns us to ſee and 


know , in Which of theſe we fland; and. 


firſt , Is thy conſcience cuiet or troubled 3 
firbe quiet , conclude 1t not prelently 

00d, for you ſee thre 1s a bad quiet con- 
ſcience as well as a 2ood ; if —_— 

Jucge it not bad becauſe trouble  . 

there is a 200d troubled conſcience as _ 
15 2 ad, 


If thy conſcience be quiet and good , Signes of . 


know, thou halt been troubled and 'bum- 
bled under the ſenſe of Gods wrath and 
foht of thy ſins , there hath gone a ſtorm 
before the calm ; thou haſt in this trouble 
of conſcience fled unto God in Chriſt by 
flith , thou liveſt by faith , haſt repented 
of thy fins paſt , art watchful againſt fin 
for time to come, and walkeſt in all con- 
(aonable and cheerful obedience to God's 
=_ running the race of h's commande- 

ents. 

But if thy fin have never been tay ſor- 
rw, if thou bz a ftrangzr to Chriſt, and 


8 the life of faith, if thou liveſt ad a]- quiet cen- 


loweſt thy ſelf in any known {m, and thy. 
conſcience be quiet, as a falle peace, a 
carnal and dangerous ſecurity, and, as its 


a good 


quiet CON» 


{\cience, 


Nores of 
| bad 


{ C1ENCE. 


in ſome mortal diſeaſes , the leſs ſenſe the . 


more gr goed 


tans A cood votre conſcience 
D 4 x. Cleaves 
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x. Cleaves cloſe to the promiſes. So 
Job, in his greatelt anguiſh and agony of 
conicience, reſolves, though the Lord (lay 
him, yet hewlll truſt In him. 

2. Walks clole to the Precepts. So the 
ſame job, in his greateſt conflits, and 
ftrongelt remprations, could not be tempt- 
ed to forſake his i integrity. 

2. tumbly b:gs and earneſtly im- 
plores firength and comfort of God. So 
Dv;d, when he lay under the trouble of 
a ercat fin, /Make me to hear joy aud plad- 


neſs, that the bones which thin haſt broken 


. may rejoyee. (, aff me not away from thy 


11,12. 


Job 32. 
23) 3 4. 


preſence , ans take n:t thy holy Spirit from 
122. Reſtore #:to me the joy of thy ſalua- 
1704, axd uphold me with thy free ſpirit. 

4 Is very tender and watchful thatit 
wound nor it ſelf by fin. So the ſame Da- 


vid, I will take heed ro my ways. I will 
keep 7) mouth with a bridle, that I ſis not 


with 738 Y 1019 TRE. 
q. Jt hangs on tn2 Miniftery of the 


"Word , waits conſtantly on God's Ordi- 


nances, prays, hears, reacs, uſes no 1n- 
Girect means, but plies all lantih'd means 
for iupport and comfort , and no Phyh- 
tan io welcome in the moit dangerous 
{ickneſs of the body, as to him a faithful 
Interpr-ter, thit one of a thouſand that 

can ſhew him hs righteoutn {s, that can 
afjure him wat Go 1s gracious to him , 


and 


* ha... 


-— HR8g 
and will deliver him from going down in. 
to the pit , having found a ranſome for 
tum. 
But if the cauſe of thy trouble be more 
for thy trouble, for thy diiquiet, and the ns, 


bad rrolls , 


fear of puniſhment , then for fin , and bies con. 
for the offence done to God ; and ſcience, 
if thy care be to be delivered onely 
from the trouble, terror, and diſquiet, and . 
not from the ſin; andif, laltly, thou careſt 
not what means tou uleſt, right or Wrong, 
to be eaſed ; thy caſe 15 (ad, thy conſcience 
is bad. O letus not be ftrangers to our. 
own hearts open the book of conſcience, . 
ſee what you can read there. 

I have hitherto ſpoken of conſcience , * 
I ſhall now ſpeak to conicience,and I pray 
God I may ſpeak home to yours and to 
mine own : and firſt , by way of Repre- 


henFon ; 2 by way of Exhortation, _ aps * 
| . plication, 
1. For Reprehenſion. Who 1s there 7, , Re. 


that makes St. Paal's exerciſe his praQtiſe ? proof. 
How can we ſufficiently bewail the gene- 
ral neglect of conſcience ? The profits , 
pleainres, preferments of the world, theſe 
are the world's Trinity, their god, whule 
conſcience, which is indeed God's De- 
puty 1n the ſoul, 1s little regarded. Nay ,* 
bow many make a mock of conſcientiouſ- 
nels, thinking ſuch more nice then wile ? 
Who cannot ſwallow fin, or train con- 
ſcience , for the obtaining a benefit , or 
eſchewin? 


[ 42 ] 
if. eſchewing a danger ; the Oathes , Vows , 
'# jr | See the * Covenants , Engagements , ſo crois and 
F Of - "cudgmene Contrary one to another , ſome of them 
wlll,” of the {o ſinfully impoſed, fo raſhly taken, fo 


#7,  Univerſi. wretchedly broken , do more then make it 
Ko ry c- appear , that never was (0 little regard to 
51 ſon BR truth , righteouſneſs , juſtice , and con- 
1 MY manrang ſcience. Solomon tells us , he hath ſeen, 


Negative 1 am ſure we have ſeen , ſervants upon 
| Ozth. hyrſes, and Princes walking 4s ſervants 
ongny «pox the earth. That Prince, thit Queen 
07: and Miſtreſs of all our ations , Con- 
fcience, 1s made a ſlave to its {ervants, to 

''£ ſerve and comply with worldly intereſts. 
| It was wont to be th2 inquiry , Num 


WT ERToeT 


f Os ticet ? whethent be lawful 2 now , Nym 

, ak 7 profit ? whether it be gainful 2 we boggele 

6:14 I PAR at nothin that may be beneficial : If Na- 
$i. 4 0 « . : 

wr 4 bath's Vineyard be convenient, it mult be 

8) 9 had , though his blood be preſs'd out as 

the firſt fruits of the Vintage. If Herod 

| i have made a raſh Oath , Johz Baptiſt 

+a muſt loſe tis had, rathec then h2 will loſe 

it his credit. If HMordecat will not bow, 

/ | Haman will make him break. *Tis eafie 


to enlarge in complaints. If men did la- 
bour for a 9004 conſcience towards God , 
thzre would not be that i1enorance , unde- 
| hef, profan2neſs, hypocrifie , and con- 
tempt of GoqanJ eodlineſs , that every 
n where abounds. Tf men did labour for a 
j 90014 conicience towards men, there 
would 
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would not be ſuch a ditobedience to Ma- . 
viſtrates , ſuch kickino acainlt Govern: ; 
ment, Civil and Ecclefatiical, ſuch bite- 
ing and back-biting ; tuch injuſtice , op- 
preflion, and uncharitablenels. In a word, 
All Laws , Divine and Humane , would. 
not, as they are , and have been, be tram-. 
pled under foot. 

Well , conicience may be ſeared , 
filenced , put oft fora time; butit will * 
ſpeak, 1t will cry, 1t will roar, and flie in 
our faces, and, like a Lion, tzar us in 
pieces. We may think conſcience dumb, . 
becauſe we are deaf ; we may ſtifle it in 
proſperity , but when adverfity comes , 
when the evil day comes , when our dying 
day comes, then we ſhall hear it, and feel 
it with a witnels : witneſs T heodorick , cauſnus. 
who being at Supper , imagin'd he ſaw in a Holy- 
Fiſh's head the viſage of Symmachue , a Court. 
Nobleman , whom he had unjuſtly ſlain; 
with which 1magination he concerved ſuch 
tzrror , that he never after enjoyed one 
00d hour , but pining away , ſoon ended 
his unfortunate days. Witneis Cardinal 
( reſcentizzs , the Pope's Vice-gerent in 
the Chapter of Trent , whoafter he had Foys 
written Letters unto Rome full of miſ- F*lis » 
chief agairſt the Proteſtants and cauſe of** * 
Religion, had a ſydccn concept, that the 
Dev:l, in the likeneſs of a huge Dog , 
walked in his chamber, and couched w_ 
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his table ; the which afrighted him (o , as 
that notwithſtanding the counſel and com- 
fort both of friends and Phyſiciars , he 
died a diſconiolate death. However at 
preſent we may {light and ftifle our con- 
ſciences, yet the time will come when we 
{hall confeſs , that ( as one well ixth ) the 


. bet Phyſick 1s Temperance , the beti Law 


is Patience, and the be(t Divinity a 200d 
Conſcience. 

2. For Exhortation. Let St. Paul's 
praiſe be onr pattern, his exerci(e ours ; 
Let us always have an eye to our con- 
ſcience, that we offend not God by fin 
and impiety, that we offend not our neigh- 
bour by ſcandal and injury. I might be 


. Infinite in Motives, I will name but four, 


and but name them, and I pray the Lord 

to ſet them home. 
rt. Rememb2r . I beſeech you, that you 
have a conſcience, do not forget your 
conſcience, as Meſſals Corvinres forgot his 
name, Remember, I ſay, that you have a 
conicience , that God hath placed within 
you a Witneſs, a Guide, anda Judge of 
all your actions, from whom nothing can 
be hid; and that conſcience is God's 
faithful Intelligencer , which will take 
God's part againft our very ſelves ; though 
no eyec of man ſee us , Yer, Facts oma ha- 
bem arbitram quem mbil later , Cod 
nath imprint2d , implant2d a conſcience 
in 


— am... #s 
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in every man, Which follows him as faith- | 
fully , and keeps to him as conſtantly, as 
ever Rath d1d to Naoms, or Eliſha to , 
Elia, If we would do evil, we cannot . 
(hake it off, we cannot ſay, Tarry here be. 
hind , while I go yonder : no power can 
wholly ſtifle it, no force can anrihilate it , 
no time can obliterate it , death it ſelf 
cannot part us and 1t ; that parts ſoul and 
body, but 1t cannot part the ſoul and con- 
ſcience; it will go with us to Judement, to. 
Jeaven or Hell. 

2. Think upon the comfort of a 900d 24.Morive » 
conſcience , 'tis a heaven upon earth, a . 
oarcden of delights , the field which the 
Lord hath blefled ; tis a comfort in life , 

a comfort in death, a comfort when all 
othzr comforts fail us, at the Cay of judo- 
ment, The Heathen Poet could {ay , 
Juſlum ac tenacem propoſitr virum— 
A juſt an4 upright manis fo fixed and 7e-+- 
ſolved , that no Tyrant can ternfie him, - 
no danger can ſhake or apall tim, And the _ | 
Heathen Emperor, inthe conſcience of £9597 + 
AS © hed : - . . Nervs, . 
the juſtice and uprightneſs of his Reign, 
that he remembred not to have cone any 
thing why he ſhould not hive ſecure and 
without fear , though he ſhould refign is 
Empire and live a private life. *Tis re- 
ported of Jrlizzs Drnſus, that his houſe. 
Randins too open to thoſe that paſſed by ,, * 
an Archite& offered him for fiye Talents 
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to help the inconvenience , and make his 
houſe more private. He anſwered, He 
would rather give him ten Talents to 


. make it more "open, that (ſaith he ) all 


men may ſee how I live. Oif Heathens , 
who had but a moral conſcience, could be 
thus confident, what 15 a my ſanctif'd 
and ſoundly pacth'd conſcience ! Iris, in 
a word , the beſt compurgator , and malt 
conltant comforter 

3. Conſider the torment and terror of 
an evil conicience, 'tis a very hell upon 


, earth, and'tis the very hell of hell , that 
' worm of conicience that never dies. Con- 


icience 1s th2 eye of the (oul , and tn: eye 
of all parts 1s molt tender, the lighteſt 
m_— the ſmalleſt more or pcick to:ments 
it: So conſcience is mot tender, the leaſt 
_ oth grate and gall it. If we would 


. know what 4 ouilty con.Clence 1s , ask 
Ac huophel , afes r h2 had rebell- d and 


©1ven counſel avant his Matter David ; 


23k Tudas, afrer he had betraid and rold 
lis Matter Chriſt ; ask Spira, after he had 


bzen falſe to h's Religion, preferrirg 
ns prot and cre:it to is conſcience ; 


.a8k Gardier, after h2 had cauizd Kiley 
and L, at ymer tO b2 burnt for thz Prote- 


{ ant Reliz 2701, How many ', tO eicape tie 
hands of a tormenting concience, hae 
[ 4d violeut hands po the mielves? 

4. The latt Monve borders upon the 


Text, 
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Text , the firm beliefe and frequent me- ver. I5 
ditation of th2 Reſurre&ion, that there « 
{hall be a Reſurrection , at that Refur- 
rection a Judgment , at that Judement an I 
Account, at that Account conſcience ſhal 

he laid open ; then, what hath been done 
na Corner , {hall be ſeen as ſet on the ' 
houſe-top ; We ſhall bz made a ſpeRacle Pl. 50. 
to God , Angels, and Men : Then ſhall ?*: 
all our fins be ſet in order before our eyes, . 
and then a thouſand worlds for a good con- 
ſcience ; thn, wealth, honor, pleaſure , 
will do us no pleaſure ; here conicience. 
may ſlumber, there it will awake ; here it 
may he filent, there it will ſpeak, and will 

be a thouſand witneſſes for us or againſt 
us. Of all Monves to ſtir us up to geta, 

a 2004 conſcience , none ſo powerful as 
the ſerious contideration of the Reſurre- 
ion , of the Judgment that follows the 
Reſurrz&ion, of the dreadful Account we 
mult all eve at that Judgment, And now 
[will endas I began, and conclude n the - 
words of the Text , and Iwill joyn with 
them the Context , Wiſhing we could all 
take lo good an example , as hath in 
St. Paul been ſet before us, that we could - 

{o ſay, and ſo Mo; fo believe, and fo live, - 
that you, and I, and all Chriſtians, could 

ſay the Apoſtles faithful words , with the 
ſame faithful heart , and be ever able to 
witneſs this 200d confeſſion , After the - 


way 


[ 45 ] 
way which ſome call hereſie , ſo worſhip we 
the God of our fathers, believing al things 
that are written in the Law and the Pro- 
phets , | in the Evang<liſis and the Apo- 
les } and have hope towards God, that 
there ſhall be a Reſarrefiion of the dead , 
both of the juſt and of the unjuſt. And 
herein do we exerciſe our ſelves, to have 
always a conſcience void of offence towards 
God and towards Man, 
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